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HE history of the world is to a large extent the his- 

tory of the violence and excesses of human passion. 
Man revels in conquering his fellow-man; but to con- 
quer himself, to keep in control the flame of passion in 
his own soul, to rule his own life habitually in accord- 
ance with the dictates of justice and the law of reason: 
that is a far less attractive and much more difficult task. 

Pride, avarice, sensuality, anger, the spirit of revenge, 
selfishness, cruelty, and lust of power, these are the 
forces that have helped to mould history. And St. Paul, 
in his Epistle to the Romans, gives a terrible picture of 
the moral state of the pagan world in his own day as the 
result of its turning away from the worship of the true 
God. 

Philosophy failed hopelessly in its attempts to bring 
about a moral reform. The philosophers could not even 
agree amongst themselves as to the first principles of 
ethics; and, so far from showing by their own conduct 
the efficacy of the means they prescribed, their own lives 
were only too often a source of scandal to others. A 
man like Cicero, who lived a fairly moral life, was a rare 
exception. “He was like an angel compared with his con- 
temporaries,” says Cardinal Newman, writing of Cicero. 
How, then, is man to be enabled to control his animal 
instincts? How is man’s free will to be restored to its 
rightful position as ruler of man’s life? What will save 
man from being scorched and destroyed by the flame of 
passion ? 

Here, then, is a problem of vast and far-reaching con- 
sequence, which must be dealt with by anyone who claims 
to be a heaven-sent reformer or saviour; and if Jesus of 
Nazareth was really God’s Prophet, sent into the world 
to lift up the burden of life and relieve the moral dis- 
tress of mankind, He was bound to grapple with this 
problem, which had baffled all the wisest thinkers of 
mankind hitherto. 

A little reflection will show the terrible difficulties to 
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be faced. We are, in the first place, creatures of our 
environment: our characters are moulded, our lives and 
conduct shaped so constantly by the moral influences that | 
surround us. How is a man to get strength to live 
chastely amidst the corruption of a licentious world? How 
can he practise charity and unselfishness amidst universal 
greed and hard-hearted self-seeking? How can he be 
disinterested, patriotic, a lover of truth, just and consci- 
entious in his dealings with others, when knavery, corrup- 
tion, the spirit of plunder, fill the atmosphere he has to 
breathe? 

You know that when a plague is raging, it is very diffi- 
cult to escape the contagion. Recall the influenza epidemic 
that swept the world six years ago, and turned whole 
cities into hospitals. What precautions were taken! Yet 
people constantly fell victims and died of it. 

So it is in the moral world. There, too, the sickness 
of one spells ruin for others. Sin is terribly contagious, 
and man’s soul, left to itself, easily falls a prey to the 
scourge. 

In the second place, remember that this battle against 
passion is an intestine war, a civil strike in man’s own 
heart. It is a fight with our very selves. The higher 
will must struggle to control the lower animal instincts 
and emotions, which at times, are so terribly rebellious, 
so tyrannous in their demands. Man almost always quails 
before the storm, and yields to their demands. Although 
his reason tells him in trumpet tones that it is wrong, 
and although he feels the shame of surrender, although 
he cries out in protest that he really wishes something 
else, yet he yields, and by yielding becomes the slave of 
sin, bound hand and foot in chains which he cannot break. 

Are we not all unhappily familiar with instances in 
point: of men and women who have thus become the vic- 
tims of some strong passion, people in whom the words 
of Christ are literally fulfilled, “Whosoever committeth 
sin is the slave of sin”? 

Take up the morning newspaper, glance at the police 
news, and you have indeed palpable evidence that passion 
is the mistress of life. Again, the shameful chronicles 
of the Divorce Court, the story of gambling dens, the 
opium habit, alcoholic excess, other unnameable vices, 
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cruelty to children, statistics of theft, murder, sui- 
cide, think of the terribly prominent part which those 
things play in the ordinary daily news of the world. Every 
city must have a strong force of police to keep in check 
the evil passions of criminals, who otherwise would make 
a peaceful life impossible. 


THE SLUMS OF THE WORLD 


Or, if you like, think of the slums of the great cities of 
the old world. Read the books that tell of the square 
miles of sordid dens in the heart of London, where mil- 
lions of human beings are herded together like beasts, 
living lives of indescribable misery and vice in a state 
of semi-starvation; with no ray of hope to brighten their 
horizon; no whisper of higher things to remind them 
that they, too, possess souls destined for immortality. 

That appalling state of things is the result of human 
sin. We may not be able accurately to locate individual 
responsibility; but someone is to blame. God never in- 
tended His human creatures to live their lives in surround- 
ings of that kind. 

There is a street in London called New Bond street. 
It is, perhaps, the richest street in the world. That is to 
say, the splendid shops and stores along that street con- 
tain a collection of precious goods not to be equalled by 
any other street in the world. A few months ago the 
morning papers recorded that a poor woman collapsed 
on the pavement outside one of the shops of New Bond 
street. She was taken to the hospital in the ambulance, and 
she was dead when they reached the hospital. On examin- 
ation, the doctors found she had died of starvation. She 
died of starvation on the pavement of the richest street 
in the world! In this incident, as in a parable, we see 
summed up the terrible contrast which modern pagan civil- 
ization has to show as the result of the ever-active vol- 
canic fires of human passion. 

Or, again, take the evidence of war. Think of the hor- 
rors of the last great World War: millions of men put- 
ting aside every other occupation in order to plan and 
devise methods of death for each other; all the resources 
of wealth and science, the best brains in the world, de- 
voted to the discovery or invention of new machines of de- 
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struction, of new and horrible methods of torturing human 
beings by means of poison gases, inoculation with disease 
and so on. 

I ask again, does not history bear out the statement that 
man is tyrannized over by his passions and lusts, and 
stands in sore need of a helper, a saviour, to lift him 
up and give him control once more in the household of 
his own soul? 


How Dip Jesus Face THe Pros_eM ? 


Now, how did Jesus of Nazareth face the problem? 
What was His remedy for this bitter internal strife that 
was devastating the kingdom of man’s soul? Where 
all other philosophers and moral reformers had failed, 
how was He to succeed? 

Now, the answer given to the problem by Jesus of 
Nazareth was a very astonishing one, and an answer 
which could not possibly have been given by any other 
teacher or reformer or philosopher the world had ever 
known. It was.an answer that could only be given by a 
Man who was Divine. 

And the answer Jesus gives is this: 

“I myself will be your strength: God’s grace will give 
you victory in the struggle against passion; but that 
grace and that strength of God will come to you through 
Me. Come to Me in the hour of battle and trial, and | 
will comfort you. I Myself am your comrade in arms. 
I will stand by you, and, with My help, no enemy will be 
too strong for you.” 

Now, in what sense are these words of Jesus to be 
taken? When He says, “Come to Me,” does He mean 
literally that each individual is to come into personal con- 
tact with Himself and draw strength from Him? Or 
does it mean merely that you and I shall have the com- 
fort of reading the words of Christ in the Bible and 
feeling that a man once lived who felt kindly towards us 
and sympathized with us, just as we may derive comfort 
from reading the words of Thomas 4 Kempis or Cardinal 
Newman ? 

No, the help promised by Jesus is something infinitely 
greater. We have indeed the comfort and strength of 
his glorious words ‘and teaching enshrined for us in the 
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New Testament, handed down like precious jewels to be 
treasured from age to age. 

But it is not merely His words, not merely the har- 
mony and beauty of His teaching, not merely the story 
of His life, the fragrance of His example. All that we 
have; but we have something infinitely more wonderful 
—namely, His actual living Presence. It is Jesus Him- 
self working in our midst, helping us individually and per- 
sonally from day to day, that constitutes the marvelous 
new strength which the world now possesses. 

But how is this to be effected? How is this new foun- 
tain of light, this new source of energy, to be placed at 
the disposal of each one of us, so that each individual 
soul may profit by it? 

To answer that question Jesus. Christ founded His 
Church and entrusted her with the administration of His 
Sacraments, since it is through the Sacraments and espe- 
cially through the Sacraments of Penance and the Euchar- 
ist, that Christ is to come into direct and immediate con- 
tact with each individual soul and help it in its struggle 
against sin. 


CONFESSION 


In the Sacrament of Penance or Confession, Jesus 
adapts His method to suit the wants of our nature, and 
enjoins on us the duty of confessing our sins to a priest; 
and in imposing this obligation He is placing at our dis- 
posal a double source of strength. First, the strength that 
comes from humble acknowledgement of the fact that 
we are guilty, that we have sinned—that is, the strength 
that comes from humility and truth; and_ secondly, the 
strength that comes from confessing our weakness to a 
prudent and disinterested counsellor, whose wisdom and 
experience can direct us, and whose sympathy can con- 
sole and lift us up. 

For two dispositions of soul tend to increase a man’s 
weakness when face to face with temptation. First, pride, 
which blinds him to his own limitations and makes him 
think light of ternptation; and, secondly, despair of being 
able to conquer temptation, which disposes him to com- 
mit sin by making him think he cannot do otherwise. Now, 
Confession is, even of its own nature, a remedy for both 
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despair and presumption. To kneel down at the feet 
of a fellow-creature and with sorrow in one’s heart to say 
sincerely, “I have committed such and such sins”—that 
is a sword-thrust at our pride, so severe that many men 
cannot face it. 

It is easy enough to commit sin, easy enough to boast 
of sin, but to acknowledge with contrition that we have 
sinned, that is one of the most difficult things in the 
world. So difficult is it, that the fact that auricular con- 
fession of sins is in actual use throughout the Catholic 
Church is a good proof that Christ instituted it, since no 
less authority than His divine authority could possibly 
succeed in imposing such an obligation on mankind. 


ConFESSION Is HEALING 


Confession is painful, but it is extraordinarly healing in 
its effects, and tends in a wonderful way to check habits 
of sin, as experience proves. 

Moreover, one of the chief fruits of this habitual con- 
fession of sin as insisted on in the Catholic Church is this: 
it keeps the sense of sin ever alive in the soul, and pre- 


vents that terrible hardening of the heart, that darkening 
of the mind to the nature of sin, which is one of the 
awful elements of paganism and unbelief; that “repro- 
bate sense” which St. Paul tells us is one of the effects 
of turning away from God. 

And hence it happens that when a Catholic is getting 
careless the first duty to be neglected is Confession. The 
soul that is tending towards evil shrinks from Confes- 
sion, because Confession involves repentance, demands 
humility and submission, is a deadly foe of that pride 
that is man’s curse and the root of all his misfortunes. 

But besides the healing, strengthening effect of Con- 
fession, due to the fact that it humbles the soul, and thus 
checks pride and presumption, it has also in the form in 
which it was instituted by Christ marvelous efficacy in 
checking the opposite vice of despair. For in going to 
Confession you are not a culprit in the dock awaiting 
the sentence of a stern judge, but a child coming to its 
father to acknowledge its sin. Jesus Himself describes it 
when He tells the story of the prodigal son coming back 
to his father—falling down with deep contrition in his 
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heart and crying out, “Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before thee.” 


FATHER AND FRIEND 


And the Father and Friend who is awaiting the sinner 
in the Sacrament of Penance is no other than Jesus Christ 
Himself. For in the Sacrament the priest, the earthly 
minister, is simply the representative, the ambassador, 
of Christ Himself. This is made°clear by the words of 
absolution. The priest says: “I absolve you from your 
sins.” How can he dare to say that? Because he is in 
Christ’s place; he is speaking in Christ’s name; he is for 
the moment identified with Christ; just as an ambas- 
sador speaks in the name and with the authority of the 
king or government he represents; so that when he de- 
clares war it is his nation that declares war. 

So with the priest. He acts as Christ Himself. That 
may seem to non-Catholics a tremendous claim, and so 
it is indeed a tremendous claim; but the Sacrament of 
Penance is a tremendous thing, and its full significance 
for the Catholic can only be understood by realizing how 
Catholics regard it. Anything less than this statement— 
viz., that the priest holds the place of Christ—makes the 
Sacrament a mockery or a blasphemy. But then, if that 
claim be true—if in this Sacrament you actually come to 
Christ Himself for strength and forgiveness—think of 
what that means! Think how such a Sacrament is a 
remedy against despair! For as we come to Confession 
there. are ringing in our ears the merciful words of this 
Jesus of Nazareth: “I am the Good Shepherd: I lay down 
My life for My sheep.” “Come to Me, all you that labor 
and I will refresh you.” We are thinking of His glorious 
parables of mercy—of the lost sheep, the lost coin, the 
prodigal son. We hear still His words to the sorrowful 
Magdalen: “Thy sins are forgiven thee”; His sentence 
over the dying thief: “This day thou shalt be with Me 
in paradise,” and our hearts are full of trust that for us, 
too, there is mercy and pardon and tenderness and love 
in store. 

And then, not only does the Sacrament thus stir up 
sorrow, check pride, and prevent despair, but there comes 
the special, supernatural, internal strength which is the 
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effect of the absolution. You go away from Confession 
with a new supply of life-giving strength in your soul to 
enable you to battle against sin and temptation. Just 
as exercise, bathing, fresh air, and good food enable the 
body to resist the attacks of disease, so the spiritual cleans- 
ing, the strong, exhilarating spiritual air which the soul 
participates in through the Sacrament of Confession ren- 
ders it robust and vigorous to resist the deadly germ of 
sin in the worldly atmosphere around. 


Tue BuLessep EUCHARIST 


But, when we have profited by Confession and absolu- 
tion, there is something more marvelous awaiting us. We 
still have to learn the supreme secret of Christ and the 
supreme wonder of Christianity, the treasure which Jesus 
confided to His Church and bade her guard safely down 
the ages; the secret, the wonder, the treasure of His 
Eucharistic Presence, the Blessed Sacrament, union with 
Himself hidden under the Sacramental Veils, that is 
Christ’s master remedy for the flame of passion. 

Here, my dear brethren, we are touching upon the 
most mysterious dogma of the Catholic Faith, yet the 
dogma that is the center and the explanation of the whole 
Catholic system. The whole life of the Church revolves 
around the Blessed Sacrament. And surely it must be so, 
since the Eucharist means that Jesus, the man Jesus 
Christ, God in His human presence, is still in the world, 
present with us to comfort and strengthen us. 

Let us try to realize better what this means. Since 
the Incarnation took place, since the Word was made 
Flesh and dwelt amongst us, we can think of a double 
or twofold presence of God—His divine presence and 
His human presence. God in His divine nature is present 
everywhere, since He is omnipresent, because He is in- 
finite. But God in His human presence—that is, the man 
Jesus Christ—is not present everywhere, and could not, 
as man, be present everywhere ; because His human nature 
is finite and created. 

Consequently, when Jesus ascended into heaven, His 
visible bodily presence was removed from earth, and He 
as man would have ceased altogether to be present with us, 
were it not that He had devised a method whereby He 
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could still be with us in His actual bodily presence, 
though not in outward visible form. The Blessed Sac- 
rament secures that God is permanently with us in the 
world in His human nature and with His human presence. 

Now, you see how wonderfully this divine plan of the 
Eucharist meets the requirements of the case. Jesus has 
to give strength to each individual soul. Men are not 
saved in groups or crowds, but individually, one by one, 
just as they come into the world one by one, develop and 
use their faculties, live their lives and die, one by one. 
So with souls. We must each live our own separate, per- 
sonal, individual spiritual life. No one can save your 
soul for you; you must do that yourself, aided by God’s 
grace. 

Now, if Jesus had remained with us in His ordinary, 
visible shape, it would have been, as far as we can see, 
impossible for Him to deal thus individually with each 
member of the human race. Consequently He has thought 
out a system whereby He, the man Jesus Christ, can come 
to each one of us for a personal private interview at any 


time, just as if there were no other person except our- 
selves in the whole world. In the mysterious rendezvous 
and trysting place of the Eucharist the soul meets its 
divine Master and Lover, and converses with Him and 
draws strength and comfort from Him. 


Tue PuysIcrANn OF SOULS 


Christ comes to us as food. That fact tells us at once 
the reason and purpose of His coming—to give us 
strength. In the Gospel, Jesus presents Himself as the 
physician of sick souls. “Those that are well need not 
the physician, but they that are sick, I came not to call 
the just, but sinners.” Now, the ordinary duty of a phy- 
sician is to prescribe food and medicine for the patient, 
according to the nature of the sickness. This heavenly 
Doctor will do no less. And the food and medicine He 
prescribes to cure the sickness of the soul is His own 
body and blood.. “He that eateth my flesh and drinketh 
my blood hath everlasting life.” . 

Jesus, then, handed over this great, mysterious Sacra- 
ment to the keeping of His Church. He founded a great, 
world-wide society or organization, which would have its 
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ramifications in every country and nation of the world, in 
order to guard His Eucharistic Presence. You, as a Cath- 
olic, as a member of this organization, have the privilege 
of helping to guard that Presence. 

In the early days of the Church, the Christians kept 
jealously this secret of Christ’s mystic Presence as their 
most precious treasure. The knowledge of this secret 
was to them a tower of strength in the midst of a hostile 
world. Well, you Catholics are still keepers of this 
secret. I call it a secret, for it is a secret still to those 
outside the Church. The world sweeps along its path 
intent on business and pleasure, sweeps past the door of 
church or cathedral day by day, and knows not that Jesus 
of Nazareth is there in residence, knows nothing and 
cares nothing about His actual living presence. 

Nearly two thousand years ago, in Jerusalem, Jesus 
said: “This is My Body, this is My Blood,” and this 
morning in this Cathedral, here, in Melbourne, at the other 
end of the earth, those words were repeated by men who 
believe as simply, as unhesitatingly, as unflinchingly in 
the divine power of Jesus of Nazareth to make those 
words effective of what they express as the Apostles who 
sat around Him on that Thursday night amidst the hum 
of the great city of Jerusalem, and heard the words of 
consecration for the first time. 

This faith in this participation in the Eucharistic 
Presence of Jesus is the real bond of union that~ keeps 
Christ’s friends united together, is the principle of their 
life, the source of all their strength. This is the fountain 
of living water springing up to everlasting life and ex- 
tinguishing in men’s souls the flaming fire of passion that 
tends to destroy them. 





The Divine Consoler 
Rev. ALBERT Power, S. J. 
Reprinted from the Melbourne “Tribune” 


HE existence of evil, the fact that men suffer, that 

there is physical and moral darkness as well as light 
in creation, is a problem which has tormented the human 
mind all down its history, and has led men to form 
strange theories in order to find an explanation. 

In a striking and well-known passage in the Gospel, 
Jesus Christ sums up under three headings the sufferings 
of this world. . 

Ordinarily for our happiness and comfort in life we 
need three things: 

In the first place a certain sufficiency of the external 
goods of this world, that is to say, the means of securing 
a daily supply of food, clothing and lodging. 

In the second place, in order to profit by and use these 
things we need the blessing of bodily health and peace 
of mind. 

And, in the third place, we require a certain amount 
of liberty, freedom to choose and to act, to regulate our 
own movements, according to our tastes and inclinations 
without being unduly hindered or interfered with by the 
wishes or whims of others. 

Now, the privation of these things causes pain, and 
hence we have three great classes of sufferers who meet 
us everywhere on the road of life: the poor who are de- 
priyed of food, decent clothes and lodging; the sick who 
have lost the blessing of health, and slaves or prisoners 
who are denied the use of their liberty. 

And corresponding to these three classes of sufferers 
there are in all the great cities of the world certain public 
institutions; the poorhouse or receiving home for the 
paupers; hospitals and asylums for the sick or the men- 
tally afflicted, and prisons, penitentiaries, reformatories 
for the confining of certain classes whom it is considered 
detrimental to the community to have at large. 

What answer has Christ to grive to the question which 
we have a right to ask: “Why all this terrible suffering ; 
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why does God allow this fair world to be oppressed with 
so much misery?” 

That Jesus of Nazareth came to deal with the problem 
of pain is evident from the whole story of His earthly 
career. He states it very clearly Himself at the outset of 
His public life. 

He came to the synagogue at Nazareth and there he 
read aloud a passage from the Prophet Isaias which he 
applied to Himself as exactly expressing the purpose of 
His mission. The passage is this :— 

“The spirit of the Lord is upon me 

Wherefore He hath anointed me to preach the 

Gospel to the poor. 

He hath sent me to heal the contrite of heart, 

To preach deliverance to the captives and sight to the 
blind, 

To set at liberty them that are bruised.” 

And in accordance with this declaration Jesus Christ 
spent His life relieving pain. He consorted with the 
poor, the suffering, the downtrodden, the outcast; and 
helped to lift up and console everyone that appealed for 
His help. 

Moreover, He insisted that the condition which we 
must fulfill for entrance into the heavenly Kingdom, for 
securing that life eternal which is the supreme reward 
promised to His followers, is that we spend our lives in 
trying to relieve pain; we must feed the hungry, ‘clothe 
the naked, shelter the homeless, visit and console the sick 
and the imprisoned. 

And in order to emphasize the extraordinary impor- 
tance which He attaches to this duty of charity, Jesus 
actually identifies Himself with those victims of pain 
whom He describes so graphically “I was hungry and 
you gave Me to eat.” 


Curist EMBRACED PAIN 
But Jesus did more than this. He was not satisfied 
with saying: “Whatsoever you do to the least of my suf- 
fering brethren, I take as done to Myself ;” but He Him- 
self actually embraced pain; He became the Man of Sor- 
rows, acquainted with suffering and privation from His 
cradle to His Cross. 
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He came into the world in poverty. He was born like 
a beggar on the road side. He spent His boyhood and 
early manhood in toil, earning His bread in the sweat 
of His brow. 

Then He became a public preacher, went forth to pro- 
claim His doctrine, faced contradiction, hatred, calumny, 
until finally the tide of opposition rose to such a height 
that His enemies resolved to get rid of Him by violent 
means, and so He was hounded to death and died in 
shame and infamy on a public gibbet. 

Evidently then pain has a definite prominent place in 
Christ’s plan; evidently He had some definite teaching to 
offer on the subect of pain. 

It is this: Pain is the means whereby our souls are to 
be purified and prepared for their final destiny, the pos- 
session of God, the Vision of His Face in heaven. 

Pain may be for you a good thing since it can help to 
make your soul strong and cleanse it from the dross of 
earth and it will do this provided it is used aright, since 
pain, like other remedies, can be abused and turned rather 
to the detriment and injury of the soul. 

Jesus Christ Himself presents the matter under a very 
striking image, taken from an ordinary well known fact 
of nature. He says (John 12, 24): “Unless the grain 
of wheat falling into the ground die, itself remaineth 
alone. But if it die it bringeth forth much fruit.” 

So it is with the soul; the condition of its fruitfulness 
is that the soul die to the things of earth; that is, the soul 
must not have its affections too eagerly set on passing 
created things, but must love God and eterrfal life. And 
the only way to secure this is that the soul profit by, make 
a good use of the sorrows of earth. “Gold and silver 
are tried in the fire, but acceptable men in the furnace 
of humiliation.” 

And once the matter is presented thus we can see 
better how pain works to develop and improve the soul. 

It is a matter of common experience that difficulties 
rightly faced help to develop character. Pain and the 
fighting of pain is an essential part of education. The 
child that is brought up in ease and comfort, without any 
experience of pain, without having to rough it somehow 
or other, is as a rule, completely spoiled. 
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The moral and spiritual muscles grow, as do those of 
the body, by being exercised, and the moral and spiritual 
muscles are called into play when man’s free will has to 
assert itself in face of obstacles: Now, one of the ob- 
stacles that can be and often is most efficacious in thus 
rousing the will to action is suffering. 


Tue Mystery or SIN 

But you will say: Much of the misery and pain in the 
world is not of this bracing, health-giving, stimulating 
kind. It is cruel, overwhelming, torturing, pitiless sorrow 
and misery that crushes people down to earth and makes 
any proper use of their faculties impossible, stunts and 
destroys all life, moral and intellectual. 

Here we are face to face with another problem that 
is even deeper and more mysterious than the problem 
of mere physical pain, and that is, the mystery of sin. 
The final explanation of suffering in its worst aspects is 
sin, 

That suffering is very frequently the unevitable penalty 
and outcome of sin is obvious. Loathsome diseases, 
years of terrible pain and misery, insanity and other 
disorders of body and mind are often, as everyone knows, 
the direct consequence of vicious excesses. 

Nature can take a terrible revenge for the violation 
of her canons. In the physical world, nature’s laws must 
be respected or else dire consequences ensue. Witness 
every railway or motor car accident, every fire or other 
disaster due to tampering with or neglecting nature’s laws. 

So, too, ig the moral world. If the moral code be set 
aside, man must pay the penalty, and the penalty of sin 
is pain. 

LAZARUS AND DIvEs 

When Jesus told the story of Lazarus the beggar dying 
of starvation on the steps of the rich man’s marble palace, 
it is implied, I think, that the rich man was responsible 
for the terrible sufferings of the poor beggar, and finally 
for his death; and that it was on account of his hard- 
hearted neglect of the poor that the rich man was buried 
in hell. 

Is not this a parable of the modern world? In all the 
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great cities of the earth today Lazarus is still starving 
on the doorsteps of the rich, is still groaning in pain and 
misery in the shadow of the gorgeous palaces of people 
who abound in this world’s goods; who pour out their 
wealth in luxury and self-indulgence, gratifying their 
passion for pleasure, spending their life in an endless 
round of excitement and amusement, utterly heedless of 
the unfortunate fellow-creatures rotting to death in the 
streets beside them. 

There are actually millions of men tramping the roads 
of the world looking for employment, asking to be al- 
lowed to earn their living by decent toil, and the world, 
in spite of its vast wealth, in spite of its huge business 
concerns, its steel trusts, its wheat pools, its millionaires, 
its vaunted progress, has no work to offer these men to 
keep them ‘from the degradation of a beggar’s life. 

With all its triumphs over the forces of nature, with all 
its superb machinery, it cannot devise a scheme for sup- 
plying men with means of support, with that fair and 
reasonable wage to which every man has natural and in- 
defeasible right. 

RESPONSIBILITY OF WEALTH 


So, when we ask the question why people have so much 
to suffer, very often the answer is, because the rich fail 
in their duty, because the world’s wealth is unevenly and 
unfairly distributed, because men who abound in good 
things are hard-hearted, selfish, cruel, utterly blind to the 
claims which the poor have upon them. Because avarice, 
capitalism, profiteering, are the masters of men’s souls 
and the rulers of the world. 

In speaking thus I am merely repeating the words and 
teachings of Jesus Himself. Few, alas! listen to His 
teaching ; thence it is that He cries out that terrible warn- 
ing: “How hard it is for them that trust in riches to 
enter into the Kingdom of God. It is easier for a camel 
to pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich man 
to enter into the Kingdom of Ged” (Mark 10, 24). 

Much of the pain and suffering is the direct result of 
personal sin, and God must not be blamed for allowing 
the natural punishment resulting from sin to take its 
course. 
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SUFFERINGS OF THE GOOD 

But the difficulty remains that pain and suffering seem 
often to fill the lives even of good people. 

Now, what has Jesus told us about suffering of that 
kind? It is to this kind of pain in particular we refer 
when we say that Jesus has sanctified and transformed 
suffering by making it His own. 

Of this kind was the bitter pain and anguish which had 
to be gone through by Jesus Himself, by His holy Mother 
and His disciples. They all, without exception, had to 
suffer. 

And the effect of Christ’s teaching and example is that 
pain has become transfigured in the estimation of Christ's 
friends. Just like poverty, pain has become a treasure 
actually sought for by them. 

What a marvelous transformation is this! We see it 
in the millions of martyrs who, since the Church was 
founded, have gone gladly to death, very often a death 
of shame and torture for the Faith. 

We see this strange willingness to suffer in the millions 
of other saints who voluntarily led lives of self-denial, 
lives of poverty, chastity, penance, toil, obedience, separa- 
tion from friends and relations—all because they longed 
to share the Cross of Christ, to taste of the Chalice of His 
Passion. 

By what magical influence did Jesus bring about this 
revolution? The answer is this: The magical influence 
which Christ brought to bear in order to destroy for us 
the tyranny of pain was Love. 

Jesus wins His followers to love Him.” He conveys 
to them the secret of an overmastering passion of love of 
God, and all the rest follows. 

To prove that this plan has succeeded, I appeal to all 
the saints of God in heaven as witnesses. 

They were roused to love pain by listening to Christ's 
words about His own sufferings. 


Tue MAN oF Sorrows 


You see how Jesus has transformed suffering! He 
presents Himself to us drenched with pain; the King of 
Heaven, worthy of all love and adoration, but scourged, 
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crowned with thorns, covered with blood, mocked at and 
derided, treated as the world’s greatest fool, and finally 
dead upon the Cross; and men fall in love with this 
martyred Hero, and because they love Him are willing 
to share His sufferings. 

That is always the cry of the loving heart, to share 
in and to lighten if possible the pain of the beloved. 

And then we learn another wonderful secret about suf- 
fering; that we by suffering can share in the work which 
Christ cecomplished for mankind by His sufferings. He 
suffered and died to atone for sin and win grace for the 
sinner. 

And our sufferings, too, united with His, can bear 
golden fruit in securing salvation for others. Jesus of 
Nazareth wishes too to assimilate us to Himself as in all 
things else, so also in this. 


Victims oF Love 


Here we have a key to the extraordinary love of suffer- 
ing which we find in the lives of all the great missionary 
saints, men and women, whose souls were ablaze with the 


fire of zeal for the salvation of souls. 

When persons that love God come to realize that their 
pain can through the merits of Christ win grace and sal- 
vation for sinners, they cry out generously, “Lord let me 
suffer, provided souls be saved.” 

This, then, is the great thought which Jesus has brought 
into the world. He taught His apostles the principle of 
joy in suffering for the sake of souls; and we see those 
apostles going north, south, east and west, to the four 
quarters of the earth, preaching one Doctrine—the Doc- 
trine of Christ crucified, the Doctrine of Him who glori- 
fied suffering by making it the instrument of the world’s 
salvation. 

Now, what is the attitude of the Catholic Church in this 
matter? Do we find the Catholic Church keeping her 
children in mind of the fact that Jesus suffered and died 
for each of them? 

I need only refer you to one striking fact which is 
palpable to all the world: that is that the most prominent 
object constantly kept before the eyes of her children and 
of all mankind by the Catholic Church and by her alone is 





98 THE DIVINE VICTOR 





the Crucifix—the representation of the Man God dying 
in agony on the Cross. 

She would thereby remind her children that pain has 
become a divine thing since Jesus adopted it for His own. 
That it has acquired a new force for us since through it we 
share in His merit and work. So that now, so far from 
looking on pain as an utterly evil thing, to be shrunk from 
and got rid of, at any price: the true followers of Jesus 
regard pain as a blessing, as a means of atoning for sin 
and purifying the soul from the stain and effects of sin; 
as the price they must pay for the salvation of other souls 
as the road they must follow in order to imitate their 
divine model and prove their love for Jesus who suffered 
so much for them. 

And so for Christ’s friends the tyranny of pain has 
come to an end. The magic has done its work. The 
tyrant is changed into a faithful, obedient servant, helping 
the soul both to its own greater perfection and to better 
and truer service of God. 


The Divine Victor 
Very Rev. Prior Hocan, O.P. 
Reprinted from the Melbourne “Tribune” 


HERE are some who speak of the failure of Our 

Lord, who speak of the failure of His work. They 
have lost all faith and hope in Him because of the failure 
of charity in a world that is today, and shall be tomorrow, 
and until the end of time, as bitterly hostile to Jesus 
Christ and His teaching as it was when He taught His 
doctrine on earth. 

Those who speak so flippantly of what they are pleased 
to call the failure of Christ’s teaching forget that man 
is free; free to accept, free to reject, the teaching of the 
Christ. ; 

If men will only accept this teaching, and live up to 
it, there will be no failure, and this statement is borne 
out and confirmed by the triumph of this teaching in the 
Ages of Faith, which were also the Ages of Charity; 
borne out and confirmed by those heroes and heroines of 
the human race and of God, the Saints. 

Was St. Louis of France a failure? or Edward the 
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Confessor? Was St. Augustine, or St. Dominic, or St. 
Ignatius, or St. Vincent de Paul a failure? or St. Theresa? 
or St. Catherine of Sienna? or the first canonized saint 
of America, St. Rose of Lima? or the saint whom we 
know and love as the Little Flower of Jesus? 

Was the man who soared on the wings of an eagle 
Godwards, to learn the secrets of God from God Him- 
self, the man whom even unbelievers recognize as one 
of the greatest geniuses who ever lived, St. Thomas of 
Aquino, a failure? These men and women accepted Our 
Lord’s teaching fully. 

But if men reject the teaching of Jesus Christ as they 
are free to do, what will be the result? Paganism! They 
will inevitably sink deeper and more deeply into the 
slough of selfishness and revert to the instincts of bar- 
barism. Injustice will reign, and sensuality. There will 
be license but no law—except the law of brute force, of 
oppression, of strife, of sheer animalism. 

Man is free. Christ will not coerce his liberty. Man 
is free to reject the teaching of Christ. If he does reject 
that teaching, it will become a failure for him. But let 
the verdict lay the blame for the failure upon man’s free- 
will, not upon the Christ, the Supreme Teacher of man. 

There are two other titles which prophecy has con- 
ferred upon Our Lord, the titles of “Wonderful” and 
“God the Mighty.” Has He merited these titles also? 

When the Evangelist begins to write of the Public Life 
of Our Lord he makes a very significant statement: 
Christ “began to do and to teach.” 

Our Lord gave no command, imposed no precept, pro- 
mulgated no doctrine which He had not Himself pre- 
viously put into practice. This was to be expected from 
Him Who said to all men: “Follow Me.” 

But we may take another meaning from those words: 
“He began to do and to teach.” The activities of a being 
spring from and show forth the nature of this being. 
Now I assert that, the activities of Jesus Christ, the works 
He did, show clearly that He was Divine as well as human; 
God as well as man; God and man, therefore that He 
merited to be called in the most absolute manner: “God 
= Mighty” and “Wonderful,” because He worked mir- 
B acles. 


Jesus Christ worked miracles in the true sense of the 
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term. The wonders He wrought were a proof of His 
Divinity; they promoted God’s honor and glory; they 
brought men to the knowledge, love and service of God; 
and they gave testimony to the truth of Our Lord’s teach- 
ing. 

We must remember that Our Lord possessed human 
as well as Divine nature. As God He could do all things; 
as Man, His human nature was the instrument by which 
His Divine power was made manifest to men. Conse- 
quently, when He performed any miracle, and in the per- 
formance of the miracle gave it to be clearly understood 
that He acted by an inherent, independent, Divine power, 
a power that was all His own, He gave proof by that 
action of His Divinity. 

Pharisees and Scribes might refuse to believe Him or 
the works which He did, for “there are none so blind as 
they who will not see”; but by the people who saw these 
miracles, there was only verdict to be given, and that 
verdict they gave when Our Lord raised the widow’s son 
to life. 

“They glorified God, saying: A great prophet is risen 
up amongst us: and God hath visited His people. (St. 
Luke vii. 16). 

That verdict is the verdict of the past nineteen hun- 
dred years. It has been confirmed by the testimony of 
every martyr who shed his blood for Jesus Christ. It 
has been confirmed by every confessor who has ‘left 
“father and mother, and home, and country at the call of 
Jesus Christ,” and has gone forth into a strange land to 
“spend himself and be spent” for Christ’s sake. It has 
been confirmed by every saint that ever lived, whether 
in the early days or in later times. 

It has been confirmed by the preaching of Christ cru- 
cified in every land: in the northern wilds and southern 
seas, amidst mountain chains and ice-bound countries, in 
the fierce suns of the tropics as in milder climates. All 
rise up: peoples and nations, and the long forgotten dead 
rise from their graves. The past joins with the present, 
and from every Christian tongue there resounds the hymn 
of the ages to the Christ, Who healed the sick and raised 
the dead to life in ages past: 

“Thou O Christ, art King of Glory! 

Thou, O Christ, art Son of God!” 
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